A word or two about how we got started in Tuolumne County

The earliest inkling of AA activity in Tuolumne County comes from the "Special Notices" section of the Union Democrat, starting in mid-1958. Tucked away among the various listings, a man placed a notice for anyone who thought he might have a drinking problem, and listed a number to call. This was the first AA hotline in the county, and the number was his home phone. We know that some people called that number and were introduced to AA, and stayed sober.

Our founding member, by the name of Bo, did some serious outreach work here in Sonora and that resulted in about 5-6 people becoming members of AA. They met in the Veterans' Hall on Washington Street on Sunday evenings. Tom H was among the ones in that early group who is still remembered today for having contributed to the long-term sobriety of some of our old-timers. In the early years, some AA's here travelled to Modesto and Stockton for meetings and additional support, but our local group was launched and has grown ever since. That first meeting time and place is still going today, and is called "The Dinosaur Group" .

